This article focuses on a genre of Karaite historical writing of the Crimea and Poland-
I have found dozens of Hebrew manuscripts, mainly from the Crimea and also from Poland-Lithuania, which contain descriptions of events (both historical and from the everyday life of a person or a community), travel accounts, personal memoirs and so on.
2 This genre is thought to have emerged in the Crimea in the 16 th century. My aim is to give a brief analysis of the particular features which contributed to its development in the Crimea and Poland-Lithuania.
This genre of chronography is not homogeneous. It includes a diversity of writings with different characteristics, and sometimes it is not clear which of these -ings I divided them into sub-genres, such as the depiction of historical events according to the dates, lists of rulers, personal memoirs, pilgrim itineraries, and so on. This division, as well as the author's purpose and the structure of the text, could be helpful in classifying a certain text as associated with the historical writing.
Most of these interesting and important texts were created in the Crimean
Karaite communities, which existed in this region at least from the 13 th century.
3
The major Karaite settlements in the Crimea were the coastal cities, Keffe and Gözleve, located in the mountainous areas of the Crimea -Sulkhat, Mangup, and 
The examples of chronographical writings
The chronographical writings from the Crimea depict events according to the dates within a period from some days to some years. They deal with wars and Another factor was the impact of Tatar chronicles, which appeared in the 16 th century in Khan's court. 11 Karaite writers, some of whom were "court Jews," were familiar with Tatar chronicles and obviously borrowed some information from them. That is why most of the Hebrew chronicles specify the 8 See its publication:
9 See the evaluation of the historical accuracy of Azaria: ibid., 309-315. Muslim dates in addition to or instead of the Hebrew ones. In addition, the Crimean Karaites had been in much closer contact with the local population than their Eastern European brethren. They spent time in bathhouses where they exchanged news and stories in the Tatar language, and they committed some of these to writing, therefore the same folklore motifs appear in Tatar 
Lists of rulers

Biographies and exemplary stories
The biography genre comprises exemplary stories whose purpose was to provide a model of ideal behavior for the readers (or listeners). Such is a story about Shemuel ben Abraham Agha, the head of the Karaite community of Chufut-Qaleh in the 18 th century, the "court Jew" who was counselor to the Crimean khan Qirim-Giray. Shemuel rejected the khan's suggestion that he humiliated him, thereafter became convinced of his loyalty and brought him back to the court, raising him above all his ministers.
Another exemplary story (from the 18 th century), demonstrating the obligation to observe the Torah's commandments and to perform good deeds, is about a pious man who saved one soul from Israel (that is, redeemed a captive) when his own life was in danger. This deed enabled him to refute false charges and to save his own life. Unlike the story about Shemuel Agha, this one has no historical context.
Travel accounts
There 
Personal memories and impressions
There was no biography genre before the 19 th century, but many Karaite as well as Rabbanite texts deal with personal memories incorporated into different compositions (on halakha, exegesis, etc.). These insertions were written in free spaces, in the margins of different texts, or in drafts of some documents. Apparently, the authors saved the paper or parchment which was quite expensive and was used only for writing or copying of "important" treatises on halakha, prayers, exegesis, and so on, while historical and other secular writings were regarded as bitul Torah, i.e., as not associated with Torah studies. Most of these texts disappeared because they were not considered so important.
This sub-genre deals with family events, such as the death of family members or the birth of children (one example is the mention of an author's son's birth with a detailed account of astrological data); there are at least two texts where authors describe their learning process and curriculum at school and beit hamidrash. These texts also include descriptions of dreams, which sometimes as a story about the execution by hanging of two Crimean Karaites who were accused of espionage through deceitful denunciation by Armenians; 13 and the story of the sinking of a ship with a group of Hasidim, pilgrims from Poland to Jerusalem. In this story the author gives his reason for this disaster: the Hasidim had gone astray in their belief that the messiah had already arrived because of the policy of the evil Russian Empire, which aspired to occupy all the world and suppress all the nations. contain the names of the victims. The Eastern European historical writings
The distinction between historical and non-historical writings
The division of chronographical writings into the abovementioned sub-genres is quite approximate and does not exhaust all kinds of writings which are close to chronography. There are no strict borders between sub-genres, and one text may be eclectic and combine features of different genres. Nevertheless, this division can be helpful in revealing some characteristics of the text.
These include the intention of author, which may be expressed in his remarks or judgments about the events; the structure of the text; and the use of the sources (if there are any at all). The author's intention (stemming from his interest in historical events, whatever the context of his country or his family) is of crucial importance when classifying the text as pertaining to the historical writing. Sometimes the topic of the text, which appears close to the historical writing, can mislead the reader. For example, the abovementioned MS about the birth of the author's son appears to be an event of family history. However, it has nothing to do with any historical writing but has a purely astrological purpose, presenting astrological data and dealing with the features of planets.
A similar conclusion pertains to the lists of Karaite victims slaughtered during the Cossack massacres. These manuscripts contain some important details about the geographic extent of the massacres and the building of a synagogue. One of these MSS describes an interesting custom: stretching a rope over all the cemetery where the victims of pogroms are buried and using this rope as wick for candles for commemoration of the souls. 16 These manuscripts are called "Memory Books,"sometimes appear as a part of Pinkas. Apart from some historical details, the main purpose of these writings is commemoration of the souls in prayer, while conducting a fast and everything associated with it. 16 Such a custom was also common in the Rabbanite communities of Eastern Europe.
See 18 The question is whether these are metaphors, means of literary expression, whose purpose is to strengthen the reader's feeling of catastrophe, whereas the facts perceived by the author are of secondary importance? Or is the author talking about the concrete events which really occurred? In any case, we can see that real historical events perceived by the author take the form of the historical-theological paradigm; the author tries to adapt the realan approach to history as the "paradigmatic model of thinking." According to him, this approach contradicts historical thinking, and it: "…identif[ies] a happening not by its consequence ('historical') but by its conformity to the appropriate paradigm…. Great empires do not make 19 It is important to stress that there is another explanation for this style of writing that uses interposed biblical quotations. This phenomenon could stem from cultural-linguistic reality, which was an intrinsic part of traditional Jewish life: the writing of the texts in Hebrew, which was not a mother tongue of their texts. Instead of describing the events in a vivid spoken language, the author incorporated the readymade biblical constructions which he drew from his memory, according to the appropriate plot. Therefore, the systematic research of chronicles requires making a comparison between Hebrew texts of this genre and some few chronicles written in a spoken, Tatar language.
This style of writing also had great didactical importance. It imparted some -ue stemmed from the perception that every event or process contains inner meaning rooted in the divine laws. These laws, which were manifested in the regularity of human behavior and in current events, were already introduced and explained in the Torah. This approach represents the general traditional Jewish attitude toward history, according to which there is nothing new in our world; all current events just reiterate the plots described in the Torah.
The chronography genre is the most open one and free of any rules or canons (unlike Tatar or other court chronicles, which were written by order of monarchs and subjected to strict rules). The chronicles were composed as part of the authors' need for free self-expression, and they contain unique information both about the historical events and the mentality of Karaite authors. 
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